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includes an excellent historical postscript. Almost 70 per cent of this book
is devoted to the interface, which the authors realize is the problem area,
that the body presents between the physiological event and the resulting
electrical signal. The two final chapters are a well prepared introduction
to amplifiers and the necessary criteria for faithful reproduction of
electrical data discussed in the first 12 chapters.
There is no instant way to proficiency in this field, and no book, however
excellent, will take the place of long study and experience. The authors
are to be praised, therefore, for their scholarly bibliography.
This book reflects a particular segment of biomedical instrumentation
in which the authors have been most engaged. It does not attempt, for
instance, to cover electromagnetic blood flow instrumentation techniques
or tissue stimulators. Nevertheless, the book is well worth consideration
by the life scientist and his engineering associates. This reviewer hopes
that the authors will find time to expand the brief historical postscript
on bioelectrical events into a full volume on history of biomedical
instrumentation.
WADE G. HOLCOMB
HUMAN EMBRYOLOGY, 3rd Ed. By Bradley M. Patten. New York,
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1968. xix, 651 pp.
It is a pleasant task to review what I consider to be the most outstanding
book of human embryology in the world today. In this long awaited third
edition, Dr. Patten has maintained the high quality of the previous
editions. In general, the time allotted to embryology courses has been
greatly reduced; therefore, Dr. Patten was pressured to make this edition
an abbreviated text. He resisted because he rightfully felt that the reduced
course time, especially at the professional level, increases the need for
a comprehensive text. The book's comprehensiveness has been increased
by the process of updating it. This is reflected in the additions to what
was originally a very valuable bibliography. Fifty earlier Figures were
revised and more than 87 new drawings were added. The reading mate-
rial is now in the form of the easy-to-read two column per page arrange-
ment. The publisher resisted the trend to economize by continuing to use
high quality paper and cover material.
Although it is a comprehensive text, it describes in simple and readable
form the phases of human embryology that are of especial interest to
medical students and physicians. The first year medical students in my
Human Development course at Yale have found this latest edition to be
as helpful to them as Dr. Patten intended it to be. It is also Dr. Patten's
"cherished hope that thereafter the book will become part of their working
library and that they will find they can go back to it profitably for the
embryological information they want as their work extends into the
clinical fields." I have no doubt about it.
E. S. CRELIN
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